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June 14, 2017
Mr. Robert Holmes
Director, Mineral Resources
Department of Energy, Mines and Resources
Box 2703, Whitehorse, Yukon, Y1A 2C6
By e-mail
RE: Request for Extension of Temporary Closure Period QML-0006
On January 21, 2015, Yukon Zinc submitted a notice to Robert Holmes, Director of Mineral
Services indicating that Yukon Zinc was in the process of temporarily shutting down its Wolverine
Mine due to unfavorable market conditions, putting the site in “Temporary Closure”. Most
employees and contractors were laid off at this time and the mine was put into care and
maintenance. Presently, all industrial activity has ceased at the site and the following care and
maintenance conditions exist:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The underground mine is closed and gated;
The site access road is maintained only during the snow-free period;
The airstrip is maintained to ensure year-round access;
There are no industrial activities or processes occurring in the mill;
No tailings are being produced;
No waste or ore is being produced or added to existing waste storage areas or stockpiles;
Energy consumption has been minimized through isolation of essential buildings and
machinery and all buildings not in use have been locked off;
Supply stockpiles, including reagents, have been consolidated, sold, and shipped off-site where
possible; and
Two crews of 3 people each are maintaining the site on 3-and-3 week rotations.

QML-0006 outline the definitions of temporary and permanent closure as such:
•

Clause 2.1 “temporary closure” means: a) the cessation of development or production
authorized by Part Two of the License that extends for more than a continuous two week
period, unless otherwise agreed to in writing by the Chief; or b) any closure of the Undertaking
after the start-up date where no ore is mined or ore or tailings milled for a period exceeding two
consecutive months.

•

Clause 9.3 The Licensee acknowledges that where temporary closure exceeds three
continuous years the Undertaking will be considered permanently closed and the Licensee
must implement those portions of the Reclamation and Closure Plan that are applicable to final
closure unless otherwise directed by the Chief.
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